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Ms speech by a threat of impeachment as the result
and reward of all this evil-doing, and an angry
debate followed, in which Mr. Webster was at-
tacked and defended with equal violence. Presi-
dent Polk replied to the call of the House by say-
ing that he could not feel justified, either morally
or legally, in revealing the uses of the secret ser-
vice fund. Meantime a similar resolution was de-
feated in the Senate by a vote of forty-four to one,
Mr. Webster remarking that he was glad that the
President had refused the request of the House ;
that he should have been sorry to have seen an
important principle violated, and that he was not
in the least concerned at being thus left without
an explanation; he needed no defence, he said,
against such attacks.

Mr. Ingersoll, rebuffed by the President, then
made a personal explanation, alleging specifically
that Mr. Webster had made an unlawful use of
the secret service money, that he had employed
it to corrupt the press, and that he was a defaulter.
Mr. Ashmun of Massachusetts replied with great
bitterness, and the charges were referred to a com-
mittee. It appeared, on investigabion, that Mr.
Webster had been extremely careless in his ac-
counts, and had delayed in making them up and in
rendering vouchers, faults to which he was natu-
rally prone; but it also appeared that the money
had been properly spent, that the accounts had ulti-
mately been made up, and that there was no evi-